
Grey Seals : Can you spot them? : Who is who! 
 
Grey Seals are the Britain’s largest 
mammal, with a big male seal growing up to 
2.5m long and weighing in at around 250kg. 
The sight of Grey Seals hauled out on a 
remote beach or rocky tidal ledges is not 
common and as more and more haul outs 
are experiencing increasing land, sea and 
airborne disturbance, these sightings are 
likely to become even more rare and 
special. Seals are usually very well 
camouflaged, so you’ll need to look 
carefully. There are at least 20 in this photo 
– can you spot them all? 
 
There is a lot of difference between male and female Grey Seals – males tend to be bigger, darker 
and plainer than females. Females often have grey backs and spotty bellies. Juvenile seals up to 
around 18 months old may have a golden brown appearance. Telling the age and gender of seals 

from their appearance at a distance is not an exact science 
and some of the large pale seals are in fact males. Each year 
from January to April, seals lose all their old fur, revealing a 
pristine new coat beneath. Their annual moult changes their 
appearance a lot and makes the seals look more brown than 
grey.  
 
In Cornwall, pups are mostly born in October and November. 
After their first 6 months, seals get longer and at around 4 
years old, they suddenly balloon outwards – a sign that they 
have become an adult. Juvenile adolescent seals are very 
active and lively, frequently playing together on the water’s 
edge, or chasing each other in the sea, or around the haul out 
sites. 
 
Female Grey Seals over 4 years old and males over 6, breed 
on land or at sea around the time that the female stops feeding 
her pup.  
 
The haul out and breeding sites around the Cornish coast 
appear to be changing, with some sites being abandoned and 
others becoming more popular. The reasons for this are not 
yet known. 
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DP133 : ‘Smoke Ring’ as an adolescent seal at 3 
years old and an adult at the age of 4. 


